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N the 23 of the Gaal, I 65 7. nes the « ceing bearing that Temes Wie Lwa a F 
of mmigh tothe place of my outward gra being come. thither-( as L eg mec he | 
hs his new Ordjnation, and late ſendingfarth);to PrPa6hs AS: Decelys yt 1E 
Rating notice of it abroad among the neighbors, (amongſt whom was negle&t 
when oc Miniſter ofthe Goſpel came to my Houſe I gave notice-thereaf witho 
of perſons, (till they refuſed to come) and.ſo hadnor” Wie of ſpeaking t 
as. I might have had, had got-the day been ſpent;I ſent.a few Lines to-him 1d. 1OMe: 
ries, deſiring an Anſwer unte them 3- which Letter and Queries Lhayehere i ſerted; 
am willing to leave itto thatof God in. all your:Comfciences .to Judge from w! 7 
they proceeded.” © ns is The LETTER. ' 
James Wood, if t had had timely neticeof dlby being fe Rokr his plncys1 LL raige ond 
Thould haveſfeen thy facethis day, lwcheavin g no; hepill rhis evening, 4. 
fent thee few Queries, hes incleſed,” which 2 deſorethee ro Anſwer' tefore p Sh mo 
\ Country; or if that time ba 100- thor: for dhee1ake them hamemitb thee, and | fend the by 
him who thinks himſelf a4 » if bc be fend worthy 0 receive a Miniſter.of Chrif# i 
Ts FI hang; James Sigklemoce. Es, Gi 23-0f the ſaxth Mam} 
(SO VLITSL AN tb. 2.A3Þ \ + T'h6 QHerees i |. 
con et: 7; Wharische ctiain ;Goſpel 2.3; Qu. who 16. Miniſter pe Og 
how is he made'a Minifter therof?3 Qu; Can any preach they Golpelipe 
is os 2 Miniſter therof #4. 4. Hath any Power & authority to,Preach SGoly 
he is ike a Minifter hr racy ons og then tell me ? ceo What arethoſe 
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off > s Qu. Hath'bis ; Miniſters in' this age. pry other.maintenance?- and po was. the, #7 1 F 
ml changed > Forthe ſakeof thef&mple: theſe are given, Sorts ſor whole ſati 1 
faltion;if thou bedt@ Minifter of Wie * _—_ lye upon thee. to, AY We themac- LE 
cordinigthe Scripthres,/and not to fli OT 
'And Hleh6ugh! I-wabwilling to give hint —_ tit {i bs Js Ire, 
ef tnoſe Qneries, andindt to preſsit tg himbefore his-recurn, Vale 
other Aniſwerthantheſe followi ing-Linces;: writ: and ſent to\men the he! 
* Lettergand (6 ſent me the Queries and my Letter again, His Zoptty 
phy The hog have vece;ucd the above writzens, andihe. ialeta, 
wines ow Fi ng not your Rule for! fending;abroad your Queries, 3s 
oY LY Rees g fo muth of eek etid Contradrdtion, Queri chinky; 
wr] proveq my ro the Miniſtry before:Jqhn Pexrat, and. your ef FE 'E 
ans fa andof many «ſe who 7 aru#? ſun tezerdin Þ T5. 
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© hop Zeal(iffo itbe) ſo blind: You haveread hw, ARs 13.1, 2,3. and yet knew Paul had 
43 reach'd ſore years before: Ru i derepmine 0: Anſwer no more of your Queties or Demands: 
- ther by ward of Month or Wrighting till both they and you 1ball breath out more of the Goſpel, 
F This is from a ſervant of the Lord and h1s people in the Goſptl, - .. Ja.Wood. 
15 - Sixth Month, 24 day, 1657. T4! bis b 
 Letnot James Wood think it trange, or take icill, [That LdireR not. my ſpcech-tohimin 
> Anſwer tohisLetter, ſeeing he hathrold me thathe is determined; to. Anſwer ng more of 
* my Queries or Demands (though I knownot, thar before, I deires. any ſuchching from 
- him) cill ſuch and fuch atime. Yet I cannot ceaſe cither from {peaking or writing what 
Fu. rhe Lord hath commanded. And this Anker is not to beget Contentien as he would ac- 
puke me in part of his Letter, but to lay open the-deceipt of the Deceiver, againſt whom.I 
| am witneſs, that theſimple may ne longer be-enſaared : and this fos your ſakes whoſe 
f 5 MA rae renee atefiot yer litiafied) 7530 "1 Tat 1) woraged tis a6 
 Tnthe orppmting of his Letter he tells mez- 272 knows no my Rude, for ſending, abroad my 
{ Queries, nor his ro Enſwer them. | F 41s 1G iShinil7 vas as 
| Anſw. 7 do not wonder if James Wood be unacqueinted with my Rule for ſending my Queries 
© to bim, (ceing he'is fo great an enemy and op poſirof himwhoir my; rule and guide, Chriſs | cus gthe 
[ Tight of the World, who hath enlightned me;/and every one that cometh inue the World, and him 1 
> profeſs and no other, and his light whith «hinevin-my conſcience which checks and condemnes for 
[ #n.do 1 leve and or:n to be my rule, thas ſoby'it'{ maybe ruled and guided to dothe will of God 
= acit is revealed a1:4 marifeſted in me by his ghernal Word and ſpirit, by which ſpirit 1 was guided 
| hen 7 wrote theje Queries: And jif }.W. were a Miniſter of the: Goſpel of Chriſt, thea «ould he 
' mor beignorantof my rule, for al! his Miniſters have his ſpiric which 1s infall;ble, by which all 
: thing: are feen and tryed;end ſo that which is contrary to is comes tobe known,ſo that if my ſending © 
: Fheſe Queries were not from the Lord, but from another ſpirit, he would quickly have known i1gif 
* be had had theſame ſpirit thas all che Miniflerr of Chrifthad : and they that have nes bis (piriz - 
* ere none of his, and this ſpirit ſees and makes manifeFiall other ſpirits, andtryerchem : Here les 
+ ell the ſimple-hearced judge by what ſpirit |: W. irriuted and guide; which leatiet him. in, fuch an 
| vgnorant fate and condition, that if any one eeiue, and ack, or ſend 11 him; queſtions, he is forced ta 
£ epnfeſſe he knows not their rule far ſo doing, and thinks that this is excuſe enough $0 ger ridof them; 
” but theſubutty deceiver him;forhereby he thurs himſelf eu from havingube infallible ſpirigewhich 
{ ſees, and diſcerns, and knowes all things, and makes manifeſt the hidden things of Elau, and re- 
” weals, and chews, yea, and ir the geod-rn{e, and difievers all other rules thatis contrery co it,and 
judges them. But feeing].W knows ner his ras for Anſmering my Queries, I mon(d deſore ſome 
ef you to enquire of himy-(or if 1 thould as him, he would nat rell ane )  J#has was his rule fav 
Anſwering John Browns Querierandſendibe me tohup, Did hewellar ill inthat ?. if well, 
Why may not | ſend Queries to him, expeBing an Anſwer, eawal! as he ſend Lreorier 19 John 
Brown, which were Anſwered : this isnovte do'ws he mould be: done ro. Brat 1. . makes bis ex- 
-* cuſe inframing a falſe thing which he-would have paſs cureant far truth, & that is expreſi 
in his next wards of his Letter, -("They ſa/oriigſs mech of Cantention and Contraditiion.) - 
Anſw. Suely 7. hath loſt his fay6nr, feyev bewas well fcafoned-;/ but ztisnot to 
\- be that he which is wanting of that-which doth diſcern ang: try truly, can neves 
\ bei flot of that which: ſavors aright'; fov that which: cannotdifcern, cannot ſayor: 
bAndrffere was a generation that did call evilgood; and:good evil;-and did put darkneſſe 
orlight, and light fordarkneſſe; and there is fomeſuch now, and tbis.is becauſe they can- 
Znotcruly diſcern : Yet admit this were true, as x.W. ſayes ,- it is nq excuſe fer his not an+ 
Efwering them : would he not more have ſhewed himſelf. a Servant of, the Lord, andhis 
people, in laying hem open, and making manifeſt this Spixit. of contention and contra- 
=&iRion, then in holding hispeace 2 for t was the work of the Miniders of the: Goſpel to 
£6 lowndthat Spirit where-everthey foundit, and:to.lay open the.deceitod ity 
Pie-BurMon ach ſo judged of them dothagt make 
/ Sn brag Broan, em- 
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"them ſo; they ftand upon record to beexaniined aud tryed by the light in every Hoon oftel 
ſcience, to which 1 leave them to be judged, and with irI deſire you all to read them over 
and ſee if thisbe true or falſe that }. W. accnſes them of. en 
And although 7..wil not anſwer my queries, he-finding them tending to the enquiring# 
out of the call of theMiniſters of the Goſpel,te the preachipg of it,and he profefling to,be uni! 
that work binfelf, knows that his muftneeds come to an examination and tryals; whethen 
it be according to theScriptures,even by the mts 2. theſe Queries,if according to.t ie 
Scriptures;therefore he muſtneeds ſay ſometbing, (which is indeedas good as nothing) ini 
vindication of his own Call, as yeu may perceive tn the next words of his Letter, thoy h 
neither in my Letter or queries did I inquire of J.W. any thing concerning his own call to 
the Miniftry in particular, fe that he mighthave ſpared theſe lines: Yet he need not boaſts 

fer can he have ſufficiently proved his Callto the Miniftry of Ged, when as yet he isnorÞ 78 
in that Miniſtry > The Miniſters of Gad had the Seals of their Miniftry, and they 'reaped®; 
the fruits of their Jabours: And 7imethy was Pauls Son, and fo was Onifmus, and he bad: ad. 
babes which were begotten by him , and little children of whom he. travelled till Chriſt 
was formed in them. Now I would'ask ef you who haye been 2 long time, and are yer 
under his Miniſtry, How many of you,yeazis there anie one of you can witnefle a begetting®7 
into God by him ? and canany of you by his labour, ſay Chriſt is formed in/you? . eam? 
you witnefle fuch a ftate ? This is a high tate, friends, and is not atalk and a profeffion,#** 
but a poſſeſsion, and muſt be witnefſed indeed and truth. Again, The Miniftry of God MH. 
was for the perfeRing of the Saints; andif J.W. hath not by his Miniftry brought any} 117 

thus far, he neyer yet ſaw the end of his Miniftrie , neither ſhall he ever be able pg nl 

nic of you into that ftate, who cannot witneſſe fuch aftate himſelf, neither can beheye i 

that fuch a ſtate can be attained to in this life, then may not he as good hold his peace'asi/) 
reach? * | : = 

x But friends, be not deceived, the Miniftric.of Ged was and is ſeat to turn people from 
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darkneffe to light; and he that is a Miniſter of God, is a Miniſter of light, and ouſt mini-$Þ- 
ſter from the light; that ſo ſouls may be brought out of darknefſe,, wherein lies imperfe-i 
Rion, unto the light which is perfe@ , that they may be chuldrenof light, bringing fc Y. 

the fruits of the light; which none can-that hate the light, and will not bring thear deeds tg 
the light, that they may be'made manife#: Anefriends, when Lipeak of the light, I ſpeak 
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of the true light which lighteth every manthat. cometh: into the world, whi Joþnn ba i 
witneſſe of. (Gbrift Jefus, which Pau! preached, and was a Miniſter of, which whoſocyert {1 
follows, comes to have the light of liſe, and he that hates it goes into condemnation: Andi 
this is in every onesconſcience, checking and reproying him for, and convincing him of 
evil; and if they would followit, itwill lead from fin and iniquitie , which it condemns}; 


in all, 1nto righteouſneſle and holinefſe ; and though this be 1nevery one , yet every ene{4| 
doth not love it, andfellow it; for they who are in {1n, and living in it , and in the world; 
and are not redeemed from 1t, but are in the luſts and pleaſures of it, and cuſtoms and fa. 14M 
{tions of it, which are vain, are ſfuch-who a contrary to the light in them, which checks! i 
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them forit: And all who are in pride and covetouſneſle , and'1n many words, which aret i 
yain and unnecefſarie, theſe are all from the light turned, which condemns in the-.conſcie} | 
ence forit, whom God will not juftifie; andnone but thoſe who love the light, and follow? |. 
it," comes to know redemptien and falyation by Chriſt Jeſus , -who'is the light, w 
ſaves his people from their fins, and as many as belieye in the light of the world, receive 
power to become the Sons of God, and neneelle. | 
But this light ]. W.' is fo far from being a Miniſterof , thathe cannot ownit to beeof 6 
God, or from: Chritt , bnt hath called itnatural., even that light :which is in-every m1; 4 f 
conſcience; and ſo he hath made himſelf maniſeft to be an oppoler of that MTS 4 { ; 
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and condemns fin in every mans conſcience, and to be out of the miniſtry of Ged; what? 


is light; and therefore-thougt-he thinks he bath ſufficientlie: proved his- Call to this ming 
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firy of God, I am ſure he is miftaken, and kis thoughts deceive. him; for that inhis con(ci- 
ence which is of God, ſhal teſtife to his face;thathe is a relifter of ir, &walks contrary to it, 
F& to all who are come into the true fear of theLotd, be is known;&l doubt not but to ſom 
-of you in whom I know there /are ſimple deſires after God, he is partly known and ſeen, 
and many of his praiſes I know you cannot own'3 let that of God'in your conſciences 
{peak, Yet neverthelefſe ].W. hath little reaſon to defire that dayes work-to be. brought 
4 $o remembrance; for though he ſpent much time to tell a ſtory of his inclinations to,-and 
qualifications for the work of -the miniſtry from his youth, up,-{ after ſuch a manner as 
the neverfound any of the miniſters of Chriſthoaſting, for they alwaies denied their for- 
+ mer life ) which he called his inward call ; yet hecoldus allo of an outward call, which 
Ewas by man, as being approved of by 'man; andfor all his inward qualifications, yethe 
attributed ſomething to hichumane art and learning , of which though he ſpoke lightly, 
# ſeemingly, yethe added it to all che reſt as a heip in the work; aad after all this large Ora- 
| tion which be made, dectaring how he.was called to the miniſtry, I leaveit to you all'who 
4 were there preſent, to judge whether or no hedid prove that his call to be according to the 
| Scriptures, & which of rke miniſters of Chriſt did he inſtance or bring for an'example that 
4 was fo called, though he profeſſed that that ſhould be the Ruleto try both his and John 

| Perracs miniſtry by. | ; 

?. The Diſcourſe asI very well remember, was much upon Pax! Call,who indeed was an 
%able miniſter of 'Chriſt; and we find, that although he was a man who was brought up at 
# the feet of Gamalielzyet inall his ſpeaking of his call to that work, he never made menti- 
* on of it any otherwiſe thendeclaring itco be his former lite, wherein he was zealous in per- 
ſeenting theway of God; and in his preaching alſo, all that wiſdom was laid afide ; for 
when he came to the Corinthians, he came net with excellency of ſpeech, nor of wiſdom, nor with 

if #he enticing words of mans wiſdom, which is the worlds wiſdom; and if he would haye boaſted 


—_ 


ain'to bins formerly, he counted THe for Chriſt, andfor the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſ 
eſis, wherein his Miniſtry ft:+1; neither would he at any time own his call or ſending to be of men, 
itor by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and by ,thewill of God, as you may read, Gal.1.1. and inthe 
beginning of moſt of his Epiſtles, r—_ J-W. thatday didendeayor to prove it to be by 
;\Fman, by £#s 131,223. which is the place alſo he quotes in his Letterto me 3 who ever 
[Fcanread that place with underſtanding, will ſee it doth not contradict Pawls ſaying ,j Fe 
Far an Apoſtle, notby man , though it be alwayes the Prieſts work to make the Scriptures 
Flaſh oneagainſ another, that ſo they may get money of the people toreconcile them({/as 
they ſay) by their meanings and interpretations : Bur this is deceit, and the Scriptures are 
true, and agrce in one,being all givenforth by one] pirit, which doth not contradiR ic ſelf; 
'tand by no other ſpirit can they be read nor underſtood, but to all other ſpirits area para- 
'}ble ſcaled: Ir is there ſaid, Tharſuch and ſuch who were in the Church , asthey miniſtered to the 
* Lord, and fafied, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul fo- the work whereunto 
I have calledthem; here the Holy Ghoſt had called them, and the Holy Gioſt commanded 
the ſeparation, and the Holy Ghoſt ſent them away, as you may read in the fourth verſe, 

©rhat they departed, being ſent by the Holy Ghoſt; and this is one. with what is written.in 

ihe third verſe, but the unlearned wreſt it, ſor the Holy Ghoſt gave order for their ſepara- 
ion, and alſo ſentthem away. . 

AndT'le appeal. to you all whe were that day preſent, did 7. . prove his call to be 
thus: did he name any that were in the Church, that. were Prophets and Teachers, that 
miniſtered to the Lord and faſted, and as they did ſs, that the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparare 

e James Wood for the wrk whereunto 1 have called him 3 he did not witneſs any ſuch thing 
Fro us then: yea, and I queſtion much whetherhis late ordination and ſending was ac- 
cording to that of Pau! and Barnabas; ome of you perhaps might be preſent, you can 

ell whether that day was ſpeat in faſting and praying, orfcaſting andpraying 3 ,andif you 
"IH : Manat EYE. \ can. 
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| he had much to ſpeak ef, read Phil. chap.3. v. 4,526,758. yer allthat- which was + 
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canread with the ſpirit, I defire you to compare Pauls ſeparation, in 2#. 13. with JF: 
his late ſeparation: I would ask whether thoſe men who laid their. hands on þ. #7. tecti-- F 
ved an immediate command-from the Holy Ghoſt ſo to do, as thoſe gid, who miniftered - F* 
to the Lord and fafted: And though ]. W. tells me, that ſure Iknow'Paulhad preached + 
ſome years before that; and ſo would fain cover his late ſending forth with this prattices - 
and-excuſe its not being done ſooner, yetthe deceit is ſeen, for the covering is too ſhores” 
forthough Paw! had been' preaching| before, yet he was returned from Jeruſalem. with 3 
Barnabas, having fulfilled their Miniftry, F&s 12. 25. andthatbeing/done; ' the Holy | 
Ghoſt ſends them another way to preach; for we ſhall alwayes fd chad when the worls: 
was don in one placefhey departed to another,and aid not ia one place many years in a #7 
ſetled outward{habitation,6& they weut {ill as they were ſent by the Holy Ghoſt, who'never 
ſuffered them to be idle, no not a day, was allowed them for their; recreation, or the exer- | 
ciſe of their bodies, for their health 3 for this was their daily exerciſe, to be doing the 
will of him that ſenthim, and Pauls body bore the marks of our Lord Jeſus. New ei- 37 
ther ]./. muſt makeit appear, chat he hath fulklled his former Miniſtry, as Pawl and - i 
Barnabas had, or elſe he cannot pleada rightto this ſending of Paul and Barnabas, in 
A. 13. whether he hath done that, letthat of God in bis conſcience judge-; and. whe- 
ther he nath manifeſted ſuch a thing to any of yau, Jer that of Godin your confeiences 
ſpeak and declare 3 Nay, its much to be feared, that inſtead of fulfilling his Miniftry,he is 4 
fallen back from much of it ; witneſs his ſprinkling of infants, which ance he. could-not_ 
do,: even fince he firft pretended a call to the Miniſtry, and-his {inging of Davids Pfalms, \ 
which once he ſeemingly cadeayoured to take off peeple from and his now-declaring- 
it his judgement, that by the right of Magne Charta, Miniſters may receive tythes,whic 
once ke did believe, was not according to the praftice of the Miniſters of the Goſpel he; * 
might be traced in much more, of which, ſome of you cannot be ignorant, as his once 
pleading againſt perſecution of any for conſcience ſake, of which he himſelf would not 


s [Rbtth 


| berounted guilty; 'yet if you will examine ftrickly, what made him ſo earneſt againſt 


Edward Erbery, who was a priſoner for the witneſs ef a good conſcieace; when he was 
called before the Rulers? did he there plead againſt that perſecution 2 or was he not very. 
zealous inagrivating the crime? (ſo accuſed to be) which did-not ſo much concert him/ 
in particular, asit did Edward Eyres. And again, that day whgzein }. . thinks he hath. 
ſufficiently proved his-call ro the Miniſtry, you-may remember that after he had taken up 
much time in declaring his inward and outward qualifications, and inward-and. outward: 
call, which is not according to the Scriptures ; there was ſome queſtions asked- concer-. 
ning his practice, which was'compared with the prafticesof the Miniſters of Chriſt inthe 
Seriptures 3 whether he proved his preſent prattice ſo tobe, Tle leave to all the honeſt 
hearted there tojudge 3 as concerning his maintenance,which he could not deny,but was 
above 1001. and falary,which he contend he went once a quarter to demand and receive  **; 
at Corkgthough he was confideat te affirm, thag he tooknot onahy what he ſhould eater #7 
drink ; dzd he not then contradithimlſelt? and'could he find ſuch an example among all 4 + 

the Miniſters of Chriſt ? Friends, there is gone; for all his Miniſters obeyed his commands 
for their maintenance 3 freely yehave received, freely give 3 and into whatſocver houſe ye enter, 
and they receive you there abide till you depart ; but it 1s 1nno place (aid, go to ack for meat 3 
for they were uot to take thought concerning it, butro truſt their Maſter Chriſt, which- 
thing when it was asked of ]. if he could not do it, he moſt impudently breaks our, 
and asked ]ohu Perrot, Tf he would have him to hold up his momth, and look, for God to drep. 
bread from heaven into it; one of the vaineft expreſſions that ever | heard come ous of a 
mans mouth, profeſs1ng a ſeparationfrom the world, as he doth ; and being charged with- 
his feaſting, which he was particularly exerciſedin that day, he affirmed, zhas half s the, 3 it 
Creation needed not have been, if men might not eat more then woxld [atisfie narnregy would not. 4 "vl 
this man be wiſer then God? or would he not make God the Author of gluttony-and;. $ Þ' +4 
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exceſs, and make this a cloak for it ; or Ap ke not meaſure the wiſdom of God by his 
ewnluft 2 whichbecauſe he hath allawed him ont of the common treaſury, neer 2001. 

er annum, cannot be ſatisfied without the ſpending of it all, of which he might be afba- 
med to boaſt; is he not an cvilexample ts you in this beaftly practice ? and yet he would 
cleak'it with the Saints loye-feafts, which were never made for the rich 3 I know-you that 
are fimple and honeft in any meaſure, cannot own his practice in that thing, nor his vani- 
ty in kis pitures, which is all odious inthe faght of God, and ftinks in his. noſtrils ; © and 
what think you of his bowling and kettle-pin playing, which ke that day. plcaded for; 
was that accerding to the Scriptures? Friends, ſeriouſly conſider of all theſe things, and 
ehen ſee whether J. . his firſt ſending, or his laſt were according to that of 4 :u/s, and 
judge what cauſe this man had te boaſt cf that dayes work, wherein he thinks he did ſuM- 
_ ciently prove his call to the Miniftry. 

More of his Letter; 7 ſorrow zo ſee your zeal (if ſo jt be) ſo blind: This expreſcion is 
plainly in hypocriſte, for his joy and ſorrow ſtands in one nature ; he calls it my 7ea!; in 
writing the Letter and Queries, and ke ſayes itis blind, and yet he queſtions whether is 
be my ze«/ or no ; 1s not this confuſten ? but why thould this be cauſe of ſorrow to him 
or any Minifter of the Goſpel to meet with ſuch a Letter and Queries; verily I am not 
aſhamed that any honeft heart ſhould ſeethem, yet this man is ſorry : when my xa; was 
hot and furious in a&ting (in, and running into vanity, then he was not at all ſorry, orhe 
never exprefled it to me, but rather was joyful, as I couli{ perceive, becauſe he was one 
with me therein, witneſs the time we ſpent together in bowling and kettle-pin playing, 


I and in needleſs diſcourſe, wherein our fellowfhip then ftood ; and my zeal was great, yet 


he never then told me it was 6/3nd, or that he ſorrowed for it : But now I being by the pewer 
of God redeemed from thoſe vain prattices, and brought to ſtand as a witneſs againſt 
them, and am now entring into another ſtate and condition, and ſeeking a better King- 
dom and its righteouſneſs ; now heis forry, andherein he is not unlike all the reft ob. his 
'/ - brethren, that are of that proteſsion ; fortake a man that will :1un with them all theweek 
- Jong to feaſting, and ſporting, and playing, which he calls recreation of the body for its 
health; and let him be never fo zealous herein,and be never ſo much exerciſed ia yain and 
idle diſcourſe, fo it be witty and pleaſant, as all finis, and yet go to hear them preach one 
or two dayes in the week, anid confeſs a!l is true that they ſay, and own them to be ſent of 
God, and {o honour tkem, andcry them up for gaod men 3 theſe men- may live ſecurely 
without any reproof from them: inparticular,ſo long as their mouths be fild, they crypeace, 
and ſuth a one shall be daubed with untemperes morier, &his ſtate is counted good enough, tho 
hedie to morrow;he ſhal be ſay'd by Chrift;&1o the poor foul is deceived, &dies in his fins. 
But if this perſon comes ever to be ſenſible of its ſad ftate thaz it is in by reaſon of {in 
which daily opprefles the ſoul, and carries it captive ; and by the light of Chriſt comes to 
have his eyes opened, whereby he ſees that he hath been deceived, by ſuch who have cryed 
peace to him, when he was daily overcome with fin ; and now comes to ſee that there is 
No peacc to the wicked, and fo begins to make enquiry after a way to get out of that State, 


Y and to be redeemed from it, and to take heed to the Light,which all along checked him 1n 


his former vanity, and to Joye it, and follow it, which leads from1in unto r1ghteouſneſs , 
and werks a change,and brings him to be a witneſs againſt his (ins, and againſt all his for- 
mer life which he lived in under the teachings of ſuch bling guides, this man 1s called by 
them an Apoſtate,they are ſorry to ſee this mans zeal now for God,and they call it blind, 

and ſay he 1s deceived and deluded. k 
Then in the latter end of his Letter he calls himſelf, .£ ſervant of che Lords, and his peo- 
ple inthe Goſpel: How far God hath owned his ſervice, let the fruits of his miniſtery theſe 
many years laſt paſt in this Townot T and in this long fervice Jet him pro- 
| duce and manifeſt what fruits hath been brought forth to God, and how many hath been 
& brougkt into the Vineyard of God, where no unfruitful eree muſt be > without w_ cut 
areas — . a: a ; A , own - 
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down; & whatſervice he hath done for his people; and who ]. calls the. Lords people woultl: * WM 


be enquired after ; ſure, there's not many in the town of YTengha/l,among whom he hath- 4 
bin fo loag preaching,wil own him to be their Servant, ſeeing he refuſes to do what ſetyice: * 
they delire from him; yet no doubt but they help pay him his wages,8& if we ſhould make- 
a {tri __ among his own people and Church, we ſhall find that though he calls hyn- ff 
ſelf their ſeryant,yet moſt of them call him Mafter,fo that upon a true fearch,this wil prove: - 
but words;and little leſs then a bace complement. | | « 
Friends and peoples £ the times of ignorance God wincked, but now he commandeth all men + 
every where ro repent; Be not deceived, G od will not be mocked. Not every one that cries Lord - 
Lord, ſhc!l enter into the kingdom of heaven ; bus he that doth the will of my Father » faith - 
Chriſt: 7 the fear God, examine your ſelves, whoſe mill you are dving daily ; if you will do 
the will of God, you muſt deny your owa wills in all things, and they that are dying evil and com, 
mitting ſin, are n1t doing the will of God: *tis not a talk of Repentaice, and forſaking fun. 
will tand you in ſtead, or giye you true peace, but a forſaking of jt; igideed and in truth gy; © 
and a putting off the old man with his deeds, and a ermeifying of the #eſ » with the affettions and. 
Luſi muſt be witneſſed, before you can ſay you are Chriſti, and witmeſs him in yon, righttouſneſs,. 
andſanfifieation and redemption ; tis not a giving up your names to be written 11 ]. W, his 
beok, or any other paper that will adminiſter true comfort to you, but you mult come to- 
know your names written in the Lambs book of life, where nothing that defiles car; comes '* 6 
pure SOINg ſtands not in a ſeparation that is ſenſual, and tha ſhew only , but. in betng, 3 /| 
unſpetted with the world; I judge none of you ; Search your ſelves with the Light that 
comes from Jefus, which is nigh you, and it will truly how you your own ftates. 4nd con-: 
» ditions, and when you ſee your ſelyes, beleeye none that will daub you, andtellyou- a to- 
ry contrary to what you ſee with your eye, which is the Light of the body : Friends, This: - ' 
Light will they you all chat ever you did,and makes maniteſ all things that have been,and 4 
are dene in ſecret, andjudges all that isev1l, and juſtifies none, but ſaci who to it areobes- * | 
dient: this is Gods faithful witneſs in your Conſciences, which doth either accuſe or ,ex- "|| 
cuſe ; if it accuſe, beleeve notany that would excuſe; if it excuſe, none-can condemn 3 i | 
any one {1n, it accuſes,and brings trouble upon the evil doer,unto whom tþere is no peace3- 
Therefore do not live ſecurely; but try your ſelves, and what the light of Chrift 10 you.” © 
ſhews you to beevil, abſtain from irteyen in its appearance: Love the ge , and bring. *'' 
all yout deeds to it, that they may be made manifeſt where they are wrought ; follow the © |. 
light of the world wherewith you are enlightened , that. you may come to have the: || 
light of life which gives viſtory overdeath, and brings out of its ſnare, and from. under” |; 
es dominion ; kan 1s deaths kingdom, and all who are in ſin, and by ut carryed captiys ate” Ph, 
in its ſnarc, and out of the kingdom of God-, into which nothing that defiles can enter--} || 
Friends, look out no longer for a teacher, for the teachers that are without cauſe you to of At 
erre 3 but the word is nigh-you, in your hearts and mouths, turnin.to hear it ſpeak,and ir:} | 
will ſhew you the way you thould walk in 3 there is a meaſure of the gift of God commit- h. { 


red to youallin particular, and the gxace of God hath largely appeared to ſome of youz#) | 
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co the hope which purifies, Chriſti 
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. . put comerothelight, and try aJl your rhoughrs, words, and wayes by it; andall ſpirits this 


will diſcover, all ieducers and deceryers; andrhe falle prophers ſhew you; and it will bring 


v7 rom the Lo/ds cea(e from laokind. out for help, and running from one Ill to-enutbe! to find out the 
E-way of the Lord, for your belp is nigh unto you, and be u'not afar off ; and till-you come totun in 
your minds, and totake beed-unto that which works the defere in you,y0u fall never come tobe [atis- 
3 feed; for the defrre is not in your ſelves, or in any thing you can do, but  whought by God, and no. 
» thing butſometbing from God muſt ſatisfie; and what may be k1own of him 15 maniſeſt in you, and 
© the deſere is within,and tnontent alſo is io be found there; for this is the cauſe that you yer ly dow 
©#n}ſforrowgtbecauſe 30ughee to that which is wit r help,and art goins to Egypt for aid, and for 
zgethim who is near at b4nd, and ſo the true deſires many times ar loft,” and you reft {uisfied for a 
I! . «ſeaſon, till the, witneſſe in you ariſes again, and ſhews you your ftate , then you are mare unſatisfied 
} T than before, and-your Teachers to whom you ſeek, endeavours to beal this wownd alſo, and will bid 
\ . Jon behevein Chriſt, and lay held upont bin [good wards] but yet you are ignorant of him to be in 


i you; and'of his life and power you are-not partakers, who waſhes, azd ſanttifies, and purifics,and 

makes clean, Therefore friends mindthe light whichis of God , which ſhems your ſeaful ſtate and 

" fad condition; and follow ts, that by it yow may beled out of that tate; and came to mitne(eantw 

 - ſtate anda niewbintb, which isof God, which ſins wot, and to find ,.\and enjoy, and poſſeſſe the true 
; price, which paſſeth under ſtanding, which they who are 3g the world knows not 5” nor doth not ex- 
- 209 ; | ; 
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 JOYe © | . ; 
B44 aff youu hi are running into fin with delight, and are drinking iniiquity like water, and have 
We otter God,who 35 n01 in all your thoughts, and bave ſet your f aces againftinſtruftion-e>reproof, 
PF w Mu yorur eyes; and ſtops your ears, leaft you ſhould ſee with your eyes, and hear with your ears, 
xd be converted but areliving in your ſins, andin themare ſecure, and&annot endureto bear of a 
Eats of holyneffe's and righteouſneſſe, and purity z but are oppoſers of it , and perſecuters of 
Si >pho witnefſeit © I ſay from the Lord, Gods hands over you, and his &'m is ſtretched out againſt 
3-y0u5 and anutter deſoletion he will make of you except you repent (pecdily, and turn from the evil of 
Eur Ways, and ſeek the Lord by unfeigned repentance ; for thetime of bs ſtriving with you is well 
x Figh pat, and he day is coming uponyou that ſorrow ſhall take bold yon yeu, and trouble ſhall come 


> 3:6 med man , and you ſhall ſeeh for help, aud ſhall not ftad it, becauſe you have been 
Rpt borm,: belligus, and fliff-necked againſt the Lord,'and would not heathen when by bis light 
© 285:chis in you becalted; but from dayto day 7eſpſted his ſpirit, and/ quenched 3t in you when did. 
are 71 your conſciences to condemn you fo? ſin, aud have ſlain bis witneſſe in you, aad are making 
9n77ry over it; behold, it ſhall ariſe as antvidence againſt you in the day of Gods pleading with you, 
7 axis you ſhall not be avleto Rand: Therefore take warning in time before the evil day comes upon 
-,/cft yur dayes be ſho:tned, aud you dye int your fins; aud you become acurſed example to all the 
r " dierrsof iniquity. B M1 | ITED INTND PQ. 54 

1%; people, oy the tovt and lone-ſufferings of the Lord God move you-and lead you torepentance. 
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hopes ſhall periſh, So priſe your AMT oat negle& not this day of Gols viſiting you,” 


T * if you it follow, 1o the true propher, which whoſoever will not hear, ſhallbe cur off.” 
_ 4nd all you who are burthened with ſin, and feels the weight of it, and are weary, and would be- 
© eaſed, and are bungring and thirſting after ſatisf attion and eſt, and true peace, of which you-were 
ever yet made paitakets, neither could you meet with, or 001443 43 ail your profeſon; 1 ſay unto yor'- 
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